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Blue skies grace Fall field days, sharing the field with

wildlife
Annual meeting set for February 12
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great weather with plenty of test pits, viehrenp Updens
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infiltration demo’s, relevant geologic info Editor

(with some amazing new maps), Articles of Interest 14

woodland invasives research review, Classified Section 15

texturing, wonderful lunches, and some Annual meeting 16
. . registration

amazing tasting cheese after our tour of Annual dues 17

Pearl Valley Cheese. A few of us may have
even sampled some local brews at the Wooly Pig Brewery not far down the road. A BIG thank
you to President Elect Dr. Scott Demyan for all of his hard work organizing and pulling together
the locations, speakers, pits, lunch, and all the other minutia that goes with it. Thank you to all
of the behind the scenes help from EC members, grad students,
and others. There are rumors that next year’s event could be off
the mainland, but we’ll have to wait and see.

With a fair amount of “field time,” I've had the opportunity to
experience some interesting wildlife/animal encounters. Back
when | was employed by Wayne SWCD, | was privileged to work
4-10’s and have Friday off. | reserved that day primarily for soil
consulting. In the summer, my son Wyatt was often forced to go
along with me for the day. On one such excursion, Wyatt was
entertaining himself exploring the immediate area. He said,
“Dad, what’s this hole? My response was the typical distracted
dad working, “Hmm, | have no idea.” Well, Wyatt decided to use
my fold out carpenter ruler to explore the mystery. We soon
discovered the hole was a ground bee nest entrance and they
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were not happy! We both ran as soon as the AOP Executive Council
swarm of bees came out of the hole and finally President Duane Wood
quit running when they stopped the chase. It was Ty Scott Demyan
some time until the coast seemed cIea.r enough to Past Prosident Toe e
recover our gear. (New test hole location!)

Treasurer Jon Gerken
One day while working alone at the edge of a Secretary Jessica Martin
woods, | saw a distant deer. The next time | Editor Jeff Rice

paused from digging, it was closer. The next time DIM
15 feet. The next time, it was standing there as if
it wanted to be petted. Where I'm from friendly
deer aren’t the norm. Thoughts of rabies or
revengeful deer raced through my head. |took a
chance and patted it on the head and then gently pushed it away. It walked about 25 feet away
and lay down and watched me work. | eventually convinced myself that someone must have
raised the deer from a fawn.

Anna DeFosset

Member at Large Jason Sneed

Member at Large Steve Miller
Member at Large Katy Serr

And more recently, | was in a pasture with Alpacas and some very big dogs. The owner had the
dogs under control, but the Alpacas were free to roam. | grew up on a dairy farm and have
livestock experience, but Alpaca are a different story. One locked eyes and rapidly walked
straight to me. We were face to face about a foot apart. | tried to be as non-threatening as
possible and avert my gaze. In my mind | was silently pleading “please don’t spit, please don’t
spit....” Eventually it lost interest and walked away. Whew!

So what are you’re encounters? Let Jeff Rice know and maybe he can share your story. If you
want a blast from the past, check out the Fall 2013 newsletter to read about Bob Parkinson’s
experience with an Arctic Fox while mapping (Special and Spatial Critter Encounter).

Thank you,
Duane Wood, AOP President
Association of Ohio Pedologists (AOP) annual meeting

Please join us on February 12, 2026 as we will hold the 2026 Association of Ohio Pedologists
Annual Meeting. The event will feature presentations by professionals and researchers,
followed by an afternoon business meeting. Register online at:

Pay online:

https://www.ohiopedologist.org/store/c1/Donations.htm

or

Mail registration form and payment to:
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Jon Gerken, AOP Treasurer
5890 Rauch Rd. Carroll, OH 43112

The registration form is included as page 16 of this newsletter and as an attachment to the
newsletter recipient emailing list.

Questions, call: Jon Gerken (H) 740-756-4667, (Cell) 614-270-0485
Annual dues

Now is the time to pay AOP annual dues for 2026.

Pay online:

https://www.ohiopedologist.org/store/c1/Donations.htm

or
Mail registration form and payment to:

Jon Gerken, AOP Treasurer
5890 Rauch Rd. Carroll, OH 43112

The annual dues form is included as page 17 of this newsletter and as an attachment to the
newsletter recipient emailing list.

Questions, call: Jon Gerken (H) 740-756-4667, (Cell) 614-270-0485
Fall field days recap

We had beautiful weather for the 2025 Fall field days, many great presenters, and plenty of
scenic views for the workshop held in Coshocton County on October 2" and 3.

Day 1

Day 1 began with lectures at the Three Rivers Fire Station followed by field activities at the
nearby OSU Pomerene Forest Lab. (Photos begin on next page).

Page 3 of 17


https://www.ohiopedologist.org/store/c1/Donations.htm

VOLUME 52, NUMBER 4 FALL 2025

¥ ! ”

PRESIDENT ELECT DR. SCOTT DEMYAN (OSU, SENR) DESCRIBES SOIL SERIES PRESENT AT THE POMERENE FOREST.
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DR. SIMON POWER (OSU, SENR) DESCRIBES THE "PYRO-GOAT" STRATEGY FOR INVASIVE SPECIES CONTROL.

BLUE SKIES AND SCENERY WERE IN ABUNDANCE FOR BOTH DAYS OF THE WORKSHOP.
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DR. JO PEACOCK (OSU, SENR) DISCUSSES NATIVE SPECIES RESTORATION EFFORTS AT THIS PART OF THE POMERENE FOREST
LAB.

DR. JAY DORSEY (OSU, FABE) DEMONSTRATES A SINGLE RING INFILTRATION RATE TEST.
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THERE WERE PLENTY OF SOIL PITS WITH UNIQUE PROPERTIES TO OBSERVE.
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Day 2

Day 2 began with a tour of the Pearl Valley Cheese Factory followed by observation of a soil pit
on the north side of the factory’s parking lot. A demonstration of infiltration rate testing was
also performed near the pit location by USDA personnel. The afternoon pits were observed on a
hill setting approximately a half mile west of the factory.

DAY 2 BEGAN WITH A TOUR OF THE PEARL VALLEY CHEESE FACTORY.
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THE START TO FINISH CHEESE MAKING PROCESS AT PEARL VALLEY.
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A HIGH-TECH APPARATUS WAS ON DISPLAY FOR THE INFILTRATION TESTING DEMONSTRATION ON DAY 2.
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THE MORNING TEST PIT LOCATED IN A FLOODPLAIN LED TO SOME INTERESTING DISCUSSION.

THE AFTERNOON RESIDUUM PIT PROVIDED PLENTY OF SCENERY FROM THE HILL SUMMIT.
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BEDROCK WAS OBSERVED AT THE RESIDUUM PIT. | BELIEVE JEFF GLANVILLE WAS ABLE TO DIG THROUGH THE UPPER PART
WITH A SPADE TO CONFIRM THE PRESENCE OF PARALITHIC MATERIAL.
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ATTENDEES ENJOY TAIL-GAITING WITH A SOIL TEXTURE STATION.

A TEST PIT WAS OBSERVED ON THE BACKSLOPE OF THE HILL FORMED IN COLLUVIUM.
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Upcoming Events

These are events that | am aware of or have been brought to my attention by the membership.
If you are aware of an event that should be added to the list, please contact the editor
(jeff@abcsoil.com or (330) 464-2343).

2026 OSU Extension Soil Health Webinar Series: January 15, February 12, March 19, April 9
https://u.osu.edu/gofarmohio/2025/10/16/soil-health-series-2026-save-the-dates/

AOP Annual Meeting: February 12, 2026
H. R. Collins Laboratory & Core Repository
3307 South Old State Rd.

Delaware, OH 43015

Vernal Poolooza 2026: April 9-11, 2026 (for the wetland enthusiasts)
Sauder Village

22611 State Route 2

Archbold, OH 43502

https://www.ohwetlands.org/general-1

Scholarship Committee Updates

The Education and Scholarship Committee meets quarterly, and updates will be shared via
email and included in the newsletter. Megan Conklin is currently serving as chair of the
committee. A scholarship(s) will continue to be offered to non-OSU soil science students. The
2024 scholarships were awarded in the amount of $500. This will likely be the award amount
for 2025, but that is subject to confirmation. There is no formal application for this scholarship,
a letter detailing the applicant’s information, school of study, etc. is sufficient.

In addition, AOP will begin to provide a stipend for applicants who have recently taken and
passed the CPSS exam in the amount of $100. Proof of taking and passing the exam is required
in order to receive the stipend. Megan can be reached at (330) 207-0778 or mconklin@ccbh.et
with any questions.

Ohio State Soil Science Scholarship

“Ohio Pedologists Scholarship Fund - Scholarships support one or more students studying soil
science, with an emphasis in soil geography and/or soil genesis, morphology, and classification.”

Interested students can find more information at:

https://students.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/scholarships-and-financial-aid/scholarships
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Letters to/from the Editor

Instructions for student/affiliate members seeking change to professional
member

The following information was provided to me by Kathy Connors (née Sasowsky):

Any current Student or Affiliate member who thinks that they might now qualify for
Professional member category is encouraged to petition the Executive Council for that

change. The difference in membership categories is stated in the Bylaws Article Il -
Membership, Section 2. Requirements, found on our website ohiopedologist.org. Basically if
you have a Bachelor of Science degree with 15 semester hours of course work in soils as
defined by SSSA and 3 years of professional soil resource experience, you can qualify for the
Professional membership category. We are a rare group and hopefully you would consider it an
honor to qualify for this. This also qualifies you to potentially serve on AOP Executive Council in
an Officer position. All you would need to do to change your membership to Professional is
document the years of experience or completion of the B.S. degree and/or 15 semester hour
credits in soils, whichever you were short in when you first applied.

Ohio State student seeking internship opportunity

Grant Wilder is a junior at The Ohio State University studying Agronomy with a focus in Soil
Science. He has participated as a member on the OSU Soil Judging Team. Grant is very
interested in pursuing a career in pedology and is seeking an internship that would provide
hands-on experience to build his skills in these areas. Southwest or central Ohio would be a
preferred location. If there are any members that would be able to provide such an opportunity
or know of any other opportunities, please feel free to contact Grant at
grantwilder05@gmail.com.

Articles of interest

Is Your Soil Stable? We’ll Show You How to Know

https://www.morningagclips.com/is-your-soil-stable-well-show-you-how-to-know

Ancient “dirty dishes” may have led archaeologists astray for decades

https://www.popsci.com/science/olive-oil-ancient-dishes/

Feel free to share links to interesting articles for the future with the editor (jeff@abcsoil.com).

Classified section

This is a place for members to post help wanted/seeking, equipment for sale, and travel
opportunities. If you are a member and wish to post a listing, please contact me at (330) 464-
2343 or jeff@abcsoil.com.
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Thank you, Jeff Rice (AOP Editor)

| shared the internship request from Grant Wilder in the Editor’s section of
this newsletter but wanted to include here as well.

Ohio State Student Seeking Internship Opportunity: Grant Wilder is a junior
at The Ohio State University studying Agronomy with a focus in Soil Science.
He has participated as a member on the OSU Soil Judging Team. Grant is
very interested in pursuing a career in pedology and is seeking an internship
that would provide hands-on experience to build his skills in these areas.
Southwest or central Ohio would be a preferred location. If there are any
members that would be able to provide such an opportunity or know of any
other opportunities please feel free to contact Grant at
grantwilder05@gmail.com.

I have three soil monoliths | would like to part ways with. They are 4’ long x
4” wide x 3” deep, and weigh about 10 pounds. | have found these useful for
presentations but decided that keeping five in my growing collection of soil
“toys” is no longer warranted. They are free to a good home. | can bring
them to the annual meeting for anyone that is interested. Please contact
Jeff Rice at (330) 464-2343 or jeff@abcsoil.com.

I have an AMS Soil Sampling kit I’'m looking to sell or donate to worthy

cause. Kit includes case, handle, 3 extensions (4’ long), 3 bucket augers, slide hammer, and core
sampler (solid, not split). Bucket augers are 2” I.D. and all threads are 5/8”.Please contact Jeff
Rice at (330) 464-2343 or jeff@abcsoil.com.

Duane Wood shared that he has an Old Town Loon 138 kayak for sale. Feel free to reach out to
Duane at dwood8830@gmail.com or (330) 464-4722.
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Registration Form
2026 Association of Ohio Pedologists (AOP) Annual Meeting

February 12th, 2026

H. R. Collins Lab and Core Repository: Ohio Geological Survey,
3307 S Old State Rd, Delaware, OH 43015

—College and High School students must register for the meeting so that we have a lunch count
and

adequate seating, but fees are waived.

— Speakers do not need to register unless they would like to for continuing education or other
professional credits or plan to join us for lunch, but fees are waived.

Pay online:
https://www.ohiopedologist.org/store/c1/Donations.html
_Or_

Mail this page and payment to:

Jon Gerken, AOP Treasurer

5890 Rauch Rd. Carroll, OH 43112

Questions, call: Jon Gerken (H) 740-756-4667, (Cell) 614-270-0485

Name:

Street Address:

City, State, Zip Code:

Email address:

Affiliation/Employer:

Contact phone number:

Please Select your registration options:

Thursday, February 12th, S50 (free for speakers and college students)
Please Note: | am a student | am a speaker
Amount enclosed: (Checks payable to AOP)
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News from our Treasurer, Jon Gerken
Annual Dues for 2026, Have you paid yours yet?

Name:

Do we have your correct contact information? Please provide contact information (only if there are

changes to your previous contact information or if you are not getting the AOP newsletter by e-mail):

Street Address

City, State, Zip Code

Email Address

Phone number

Association of Ohio Pedologists Membership Dues starting 2026 (and dues for 2025, if you haven’t paid)
For members approved as Professional............. $40
For members approved as Affiliate Members and Student Members.... $20

Category of Membership (circle one): Professional, Affiliate Member, Student Member,

Honorary (No annual dues)

AOP Dues Amount:

Contributions to Scholarship Fund:

Contributions to Continuing Education Fund:

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

Make checks payable to AOP and send to:
Jon Gerken, AOP Treasurer

5890 Rauch Rd

Carroll, OH 43112

You can also pay online.
In addition, we would like to hear from you regarding membership and meeting topic ideas.
Dues can also be paid online at the AOP web site

https://www.ohiopedologist.org/store/c1/Donations.htm
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