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AOP celebrates 50" anniversary
Commemorative knives in the works, fall field days set for October 8-9"
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meeting in February, Joe Steiger, an AOP
charter member, gave a very nice decade-by-decade overview of AOP
history and the main issues and work that members have been engaged in
across Ohio and beyond. | found it interesting that some topics have come
full circle and the breadth of activities that our members have.

Since we are in an anniversary year, | recently was thinking back to when | first joined AOP as an
undergraduate student ca. 2001-2002. One of the early meetings that sticks in my mind was the
contentious discussion on whether to rename the organization as something other than
Association of Ohio Pedologists. The debate was very spirited on both sides and multiple votes
were taken. The votes were extremely close or even 50/50, to the point that everyone was
asked to stand up and move to one side of the room or the other to indicate their vote. As you
might imagine, the final vote was to retain AOP as our name. The support for keeping
“Pedologists” in the name, as | remember, was to
reflect the fact that Pedology is the foundation for
much of the work we do, even if not everyone may
identify as a Pedologist. If we held another vote
today, | suspect we would have spirited debates
again on both sides.

Executive council is closely monitoring
developments around House Bill 692 “Revise the
law governing household sewage treatment
systems” (information can be found here: : : R R
https://ohiohouse.gov/legislation/136/hb692 ). A NATURAL “SAND PAINTING” IN A SOL PROFILE
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HB 692 was introduced on March 11, 2026, and AOP Executive Council
eventually had 11 co-sponsors. HB692 was President Scott Demyan
subsequently amended and then passed on June Ereafcle Ela Therrees Do e
10™ by the full house. | give a more full Past President Duane Wood
chronology of the HB692 timeline, including how Tromaurar Jon Gerken

AOP has been involved and AOP Executive

Council’s decision to retain Jim Samuel to lobby SeerziEy Ml e
on our behalf. | would like to thank our members ~_ Editor Jeff Rice

for engaging in this issue, for providing updatesto ~ DIM Anna DeFosset
executive council, and contacting your MemberatLarge  Jason Sneed
representatives. Member at Large Steve Miller

Member at Large Katy Serr

H.B. 692 follows somewhat in the footsteps of
provisions included in the 2025 biennial budget (H.B. 96), which would have had major
ramifications for soil evaluation requirements, but was line-item-vetoed by Gov. DeWine last
year.

Planning is actively underway for the annual two-day fall workshop. Stay tuned for forthcoming
details on the highly anticipated event!

If you have any issues you would like raised to the Executive Council, ideas for the annual fall
workshop, and any other items, please do not hesitate to contact me or any of the other
executive council members.

| look forward to further activities and interacting with all of you during this year!
Respectfully,

Scott Demyan, AOP President

House Bill 692 - Revise the law governing household sewage treatment
systems

Update as of June 13th, 2026

The current newsletter was delayed partially due to pending updates regarding House Bill 692.
It has been a dynamic situation, and | wanted to share the recent timeline of developments and
how AOP has been involved. Since March almost every Executive Council meeting has had a
good chunk of time devoted to discussing H.B. 692.

H.B. 692 was introduced on March 11™ and was referred to the House Health Committee. The
first proponent hearing was held on May 13th. The major change to current regulations
proposed in the initial H.B. 692 version was “provided that soil evaluations shall not be required
unless the board of health has a good-faith reason to conduct a soil evaluation at the site that is
in the interest of public health and safety.” This would have in effect made no soil evaluation
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the default, unless a county board required otherwise. There were further additions to the
current regulations related to slope, not requiring new permits for existing system
replacements, and no requirement to install a system in an undisturbed area provided the soil
meets basic functionality requirements.

On May 15%, Executive Council voted to retain Jim Samuel (see short bio below) for six months
to lobby on behalf of AOP on HB 692. This was done for several reasons including the potential
impacts of H.B. 692 on when soil evaluations would be required and the fact that H.B. 692 is
following last year’s similar provisions included in the 2025 biennial budget, which were
ultimately line-item-vetoed by Governor DeWine.

Jim Samuel was able to secure us a meeting with Rep. Justin Pizzulli, who introduced H.B. 692,
on May 27%™. Four members from AOP (Matt Deaton, Steve Miller, Dan Michael, and Scott
Demyan), along with Jim Samuel, met with Rep Pizzulli to share a letter and discuss our
concerns with the bill including the importance of soil evaluations and how the relatively small
cost of the soil evaluation in relation to the total cost of a septic system is a great investment
and ensures the homeowner will get the right system for their soils. AOP members shared
specific recent instances they encountered from their work and how the new regulations would
impact homeowners and increase risk. Rep. Pizzulli was open to hearing our concerns and we
had quite a long discussion.

Later on May 27t a substitute H.B. 692 was released, which included several amendments to
the previously introduced H.B. 692. Important changes included:

...wWhich shall include a soil analysis for any sewage treatment system used as the primary
system on a property.

...the rules shall not require a soil analysis for a replacement area or a newly created lot.

(c) The rules may authorize a board of health to conduct a soil analysis on a newly created lot
when limitations exist at the location that may prevent a sewage treatment system from being
installed on the lot.

(e) The rules shall authorize a board of health to require a soil analysis if a household sewage
treatment system is proposed to be installed in a disturbed area that lacks any insitu soil in
order to determine if a household sewage treatment system can be installed in the area.

(f) The rules shall require the director of health to provide annual soil analysis training for local
health departments. Such training may be conducted electronically.

(C)(1) Notwithstanding any provision of law or rules to the contrary, no board of health shall
prohibit the installation of a sewage treatment system on a slope so long as the sewage
treatment system meets the design criteria prescribed in the rules and the installation does not
pose a risk to contractor.
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Finally on June 3rd, Matt Deaton testified in person on behalf of AOP at the Health Committee
Hearing where the substitute H.B. 692 was being considered along with proponent, opponent,
and interested party testimonies. Matt’s testimony was the only one that generated any
guestions on H.B. 692 from the committee. For the testimony we focused on two to three of
the main issues with the substitute version of H.B. 692, pointed out points of agreement and
also proposed some suggested changes. The main points that Matt relayed during his
testimony were:

a) “soil analysis” should be replaced with “soil evaluation” throughout to better reflect O.A.C.
Rule 3701-29-07,

b) that a soil evaluation should still be required for a lot split, but to establish an acreage
threshold that necessitates the soil evaluation before a lot split is approved to balance those
cases where the lot split is very large and an evaluation might not be needed to those cases on
smaller lots where it is necessary to avoid unbuildable lots and other undesirable outcomes,

c) suggested the formation of a new rules advisory committee or tasking the current Technical
Advisory Committee to assist with rule review and updates, which would help address some of
the clarity and county to county differences, and

d) agreed with the new provision of an annual training of soil evaluation for local health
departments, but suggested that this should be instructed or overseen by a CPSS.

The substitute HB 692, with some further amendments, was passed by the committee at the
June 3" hearing and then went to the full house for a vote on June 10%, where it passed 89-2.
Of the suggested changes or suggestions by AOP, only “soil analysis” was changed to “soil
evaluation” throughout the bill.

Currently the legislature is on summer recess. During this time, the plan is to try and meet with
some of the allied organizations and also some senate health committee members in order to
be prepared for the fall legislative session.

I would like to thank everyone involved since this spring on H.B. 692 including Dan Michael,
Steve Miller, Duane Wood, Dan King, and Frank Gibbs. | also can’t thank Matt Deaton enough.
In addition to meeting with us and Rep. Pizzulli, he also helped draft and finalize the submitted
written testimony on a very short timeline, testified in person at the June 3™ Health Committee
Hearing, and succinctly answered the committee’s questions at the hearing. This is the second
year in a row that Matt has testified in front of the House!

Timeline and links to H.B. 692 related information:

General information: https://ohiohouse.gov/legislation/136/hb692

e March 11t Health Committee hearing, testimony by bill sponsors:
https://ohiohouse.gov/legislation/136/hb692/committee
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e May 13" Health Committee hearing, testimony by proponents:
https://ohiohouse.gov/committees/health/meetings/cmte h health 1 2026-05-13-
1000 1276

e June 3™ hearing (Substitute bill, testimony by proponents, opponents, interested

parties). Substitute bill voted out of committee to go to full house:
https://ohiohouse.gov/committees/health/meetings/cmte h health 1 2026-06-03-
1000 1363

e June 10th Amended HB 692 voted on in the House, passed on a vote of 89-2.

HB 692 engagement — How can you help?

Several members have reached out to myself or Executive Council on how they can help with
regards to HB 692. As mentioned above, since H.B. 692 passed the House, depending on how
the fall legislative session goes, it is still to be seen whether the bill would come up in the
Senate, or be included in a year-end session bill. Regardless, there will probably be opportunity
in the fall to contact your representatives to convey your thoughts on the bill.

On the cost side, we will spend $2500 a month over six months or $15,000 in total to retain Jim
Samuel for our organization on H.B. 692. As an organization, AOP is on sound financial footing
and does have some funds available in “state licensing” and “certification” categories that can
offset some of the total lobbying costs.

If you are inclined to do so, monetary donations can be made at the AOP website or via check.
Remember if donating via the AOP website, 3% is deducted from the total donate for credit
card processing fees. If you would like to avoid the credit card company taking 3%, you can pay
by check.

Whether donating by the website or check, you can write in the memo/description which
indicates that you would like the funds to go towards legislative engagement.

By AOP website: https://www.ohiopedologist.org/store/c1/Donations.html

By check:
Made out to AOP

Mail to:
Jon Gerken, AOP Treasurer
5890 Rauch Rd.

Carroll, OH 43112
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AOP engages Jim Samuel for lobbying support

With House Bill 692 creating more turbulence on the legislative front, executive council voted
to engage the services of Jim Samuel to assist with lobbying efforts. Jim was gracious to
volunteer his services last year when House Bill 96 proposed changes that would affect soil
evaluation requirements.

Jim Samuel is principal of Capitol Integrity Group, Ltd, a government affairs and economic
development consulting firm that has served a range of clients, from Fortune 200 corporations
to rural communities. Jim has thirty years’ experience in cultivating, improving and
strengthening policy and economic development relationships in both the public and private
sectors. Over the course of his career, Jim has successfully developed and driven public policy
and legislative initiatives in the area of energy, natural resources, economic development,
infrastructure, manufacturing, workers' compensation and taxation.

Jim serves as executive director of the Ohio
Water Partnership, a broad-based coalition
of business interests advocating for good
water policy in Ohio. As a volunteer, he has
served on a number of public and private
sector boards and is currently serves on the
Ohio Wildlife Council, the Board of Trustees
for The Nature Conservancy in Ohio, and
the board of directors of the Adams County
Travel & Visitors Bureau. Jim is an avid
waterfowl hunter and sporting clay
shooter. He greatly enjoys introducing new
individuals, especially young people, to the VERY SHALLOW BEDROCK IN CARROLL COUNTY
shooting sports and hunting.

Jim previously served in the public sector in executive positions under two Ohio governors,
including service as the Governor’s executive assistant for business & industry, the
administration’s liaison to Ohio’s business community. Jim was a key broker of private business
and legislative support for tort reform, workers’ compensation reform and the most sweeping
tax reform in Ohio’s history. Jim has been engaged in every major energy policy issue in Ohio
dating back to the beginnings of deregulation and the Northeast blackout of August 2003 when
he served as the governor’s advisor on energy, business and economic development matters.

Jim was born in Cleveland, grew up on the shore of Lake Erie and worked in the family printing
business and is a graduate of the Ohio State University. Jim and his wife, Heidi have two adult
children and split their time between Columbus and Lynx, Ohio.
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Executive council has established a legislative engagement committee (Matt Deaton, Steve
Miller, and Dan Michael) that will work closely with Jim to coordinate opposition and
amendments to House Bill 692 to ensure that soil science remains a component for the
planning of sewage treatment systems with the goal of protecting public health and preventing
system failures.

These measures will create a well-coordinated effort to ensure that members can express their
concerns internally, which can be further refined and presented at higher level discussions.
House Bill 692 does propose other changes to Chapter 3718 (Sewage Treatment Systems) of the
Ohio Revised Code which are not related to soil evaluations. Some of those changes will attract
the attention of a broader spectrum of interest groups, so it will be important for AOP to be
well prepared for any opportunities to express our specific concerns.

2026 annual meeting - Messerly, Deaton, and Miller receive awards

This year’s annual meeting was held at the
H.R. Collins Lab and Core repository and
attracted a crowd of about 50 attendees.
Presentations were given on a variety of
topics which all had a soil component.
Distinguished Service Awards were given
to Matt Deaton, Steve Miller and Vince
Messerly for their efforts in opposition to
proposed legislation changes that would
limit the role of soil scientists in the onsite
wastewater field.

FRANK GIBBS PRESENTS VINCE MESSERLY WITH
THE AOP DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

In recognition of AOP’s 50" anniversary, Joe
Steiger presented a review for each of the past
five decades to highlight the progress made by
the organization since its inception. Duane
Wood passed the gavel to new president Dr.
Scott Demyan, Thomas Doohan was voted in as
president-elect, and Matthew Tucker was voted
in as secretary.

STEVE MILLER AND MATT DEATON RECEIVED THE
PEDOLOGIST MERIT AWARD
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50" anniversary commemorative knives

The current plan for commemorative knives is for a production of 75 knives through Bear &
Sons Cutlery with the AOP logo accompanied by “1976-2026". The current estimated price is
looking to be around $30. The logistics of order, purchase, and delivery are still being
developed. It would be ideal for the knives to be picked up at the fall field days as much as
possible to avoid extra packaging and shipping.

Upcoming events

These are events that | am aware of or have been brought to my attention by the membership.
If you are aware of an event that should be added to the list, please contact the editor
(jeff@abcsoil.com or (330) 464-2343).

2026 Ohio Onsite Wastewater Association (OOWA) Field Day: August 19, 2026
Centerburg, OH
https://www.ohioonsite.org/events

AOP Fall Field Days: October 8-9, 2026
Molly Caren Agricultural Center
London, OH

2027 Ohio Onsite Wastewater Association (OOWA) Annual Conference: January 11-13, 2027
Centerburg, OH
https://www.ohioonsite.org/events

2027 Ohio Surface Water Policy Conference: February 16-17, 2027 (this was held in October
last year so | thought it might be held around that timeframe again)

Renaissance Columbus Westerville
https://streamandwetlands.org/save-the-date-2027-ohio-surface-water-police-conference-february-

16th-and-17th/

Education and scholarship committee updates

The 2025 non-0SU scholarship was awarded to Stephanie Plumly for the amount of $500.
Stephanie’s passion for soil science developed through FFA soil judging and she now teaches
high school agricultural classes. She is continuing her education in soil science through Colorado
State University working towards her goal of SSSA certification. Stephanie expresses her
gratitude to AOP for the scholarship and looks forward to further contributing to the field of soil
science.

The Education and Scholarship Committee meets quarterly, and updates will be shared via email
and included in the newsletter. Megan Conklin is currently serving as chair of the committee. A
scholarship(s) will continue to be offered to non-OSU soil science students. The 2025
scholarships were awarded in the amount of $500. This will likely be the award amount for
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2026, but that is subject to confirmation. There is no formal application for this scholarship, a
letter detailing the applicant’s information, school of study, etc. is sufficient.

In addition, AOP will begin to provide a stipend for applicants who have recently taken and
passed the CPSS exam in the amount of $100. Proof of taking and passing the exam is required
in order to receive the stipend.

Megan can be reached at (330) 207-0778 or mconklin@ccbh.et with any questions.

Ohio State Soil Science Scholarship

“Ohio Pedologists Scholarship Fund - Scholarships support one or more students studying soil
science, with an emphasis in soil geography and/or soil genesis, morphology, and classification.”

Interested students should check with their advisor or scholarship portal to find further
guidance on how to apply for the scholarship.

Awards nominations
Is there anyone you would like to nominate for an award?

Awards nominations are the duty of the past-president, which is currently Duane Wood. Duane
is seeking input from membership for award nominees, so if you have anyone in mind, please
notify Duane at dwood8830@gmail.com or (330) 464-4722.

In Memoriam
James “Jim” Bauder

As we celebrate the courage of America’s founding fathers
this 4% of July, AOP lost one of its own in Jim Bauder. Jim’s
name is on several of the soil surveys in northeast Ohio
where | perform most of my work. | had the pleasure of
meeting with Jim on several occasions as he was preparing to
relocate from his residence in 2016 to move closer to family
in southwest Ohio. Jim was very generous in giving me
books, equipment, and advice. Jim gave me perhaps the best
advice I've received for conducting soil evaluations with four
simple words — “describe what you see.” As the obituary
shows, being a soil scientist was a big part of Jim’s legacy,
and I'm sure he provided many memories to AOP members
that will not be forgotten. Jim’s obituary is provided on the next page.

Jeff Rice, AOP Editor
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Obituary source: Webster Funeral Homes

James R. Bauder, aged 90, died April 26, 2026, in Hamilton, Ohio. Jim was born in Delaware,
Ohio to William and Dorothy Bauder. Jim developed his love for the land on the family farm,
inspiring him to attain degrees in Geology (B.S. 1958) and Soils (M.S. 1964) at The Ohio State
University. Subsequently, Jim moved to Canton, Ohio, where he was one of the earliest
independent soil scientists in the state. Jim surveyed and mapped soils throughout Northern
Ohio, authored or contributed to several major environmental publications, and cofounded the
Association of Ohio Pedologists. Jim loved plants, rocks, travel, dogs, his family, and proving
that no plastic is single use. He also loved coffee and ice cream, often together. Jim is preceded
in death by his wife of more than thirty years, Dolores Stickle Bauder. Jim is survived by his
family Melinda Bauder Yonchak, Michael Bauder, Joyce Bauder, Thomas Yonchak, Erin Yonchak,
Tyler Bauder, Alyssa Bauder Theodorakakos, Eric Yonchak, Daniel Klodor, and Connor
Theodorakakos, and many friends at BridgeWater Church where he was a member. Memorials
may be made to Smile Train, www.smiletrain.org, or the Association of Ohio Pedologist at
www.ohiopedologists.org.

Letters to/from the Editor
ODOT Aerial Imagery

| was fortunate to stumble across this resource while doing some research for a project
involving historical water flow patterns. ODOT has cataloged many historical aerial photographs
in a user friendly GIS interfaced website which can be found here:
https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/working/engineering/cadd-mapping/survey/aerial-

Imagery

From this page you will want to click on the green
LAUNCH link, much like the Web Soil Survey:

LAUNCHE)

The address geolocator seems to be pretty intelligent ODOT Aerial Imagery Archive (Web Portal)
if you have an address, similar to Google Earth. If you

are working with a property that doesn’t have an

address yet, you will probably want to find a nearby address, | don’t think it takes lat/long
coordinates.

Once you find the address you can search through the years available (next page, top right).
Apparently, the GIS world has decided the eye image is superior to the old fashioned box with a
checkmark. Ironically the eye image with a slash through it means the layer is not visible so it
took me a few seconds to grasp the new concept. Oh, and the eye image disappears on the
individual years when they are toggled on to make it even more fun.
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In the image below, the linework represents an
image extent, with the different colors
representing different years (and possibly flights).

In this example there were no aerial photographs

e ] m] LY .

Layer List

Address Locator (Ohio View)

» 2020s
from the 1950’s at my address of interest so | had
to jump to the 1960’s and found an image from > 20105
1962 (next page, top left). There is a download link s 2000s
that will initiate downloading the image file (circled
. . . . > 1990s
in red). From my experience with the older image
files, they download as a .tiff, not geo-referenced, > 1980s
and not oriented in a particular direction. With s 19708
some observation | eventually figure out where my
site is located, and which direction is north. | > 1960s
typically use Global Mapper to georeference the > 1950s ® -
image using landmarks with an image that is o0
LY 1
georeferenced, typically OSIP imagery.
1949 B .
> 2000s 1948 Lo
> 1990s 1947 A
> 1980s 1946 5]
> 1970s
> 1960s The image on the next page is the extent of the
© 19505 single shot aerial frame. In this instance, the right

1959

1958

1954

1953

1952

1951

1950

side of the image is north, but slightly angled
(the white arrow is true north). I've been very
surprised at the resolution when zooming in on

1957 the image. These images can be very helpful
1956 when trying to figure out the history of a
1955 property.
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The bottom right image is
zoomed in on the red box in the
bottom left image. For an aerial
from 1962, | am impressed with
the resolution. The image does
seem to lose some resolution if
it is georeferenced, at least the
way that | do it.

Road intersections are my
favorite control points to
georeference with, if they are
available. If not, | have to get

creative and try to find landmarks that have remained in place (buildings, silos, driveways).

Hopefully this tutorial will be of help to somebody!

Articles of interest

Managing soils during and after drought in cropping systems — Fact sheet

https://soilcrc.com.au/resources/managing-soils-during-and-after-drought-in-cropping-systems/

| found this article interesting following the extremely dry conditions last summer. It was nice to
see moisture back in the soil this spring, but | have noticed some forested areas are beginning

to get a bit dry.

Feel free to share links to interesting articles for the future with the editor (jeff@abcsoil.com).
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Classified section

This is a place for members to post help wanted/seeking, equipment for sale, and travel
opportunities. If you are a member and wish to post a listing, please contact me at (330) 464-
2343 or jeff@abcsoil.com.

Thank you, Jeff Rice (AOP Editor)

Stephanie Plumly is seeking opportunities to gain hands-on field experience alongside practicing
soil professionals. She is a high school agriculture teacher and FFA advisor with a long-standing
interest in soils education and conservation. For the past 21 years, Stephanie has taught and
coached soils judging teams, consistently competing at the state level and taking teams to the
national contest in Oklahoma.

Recently, she completed the 15 hours of soils coursework and is actively working toward SSSA
certification Stephanie lives outside of Mount Vernon and is willing to travel for experience and
learning opportunities. Her availability over the next three months is very open, and she is
excited to get started.

Anyone interested in connecting can reach Stephanie at:
splumly@mvcsd.us
740-238-1244
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